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(54) Secure access systems 

(57)A CATV system including a CATV network and 
apparatus for transmitting over the CATV network infor- 
mation to a multiplicity of subscriber units, each including 
a CATV decoder and an IC card reader and writer cou- 
pled to the CATV decoder, the IC card reader and writer 



includes two separate IC card receptacles, such that IC 
cards inserted into the two separate IC card receptacles 
are separately accessed by the IC card reader and writer. 
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Description 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to secure access sys- 
tems generally and more particularly to secure access 
systems which employ integrated circuit cards. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Access systems generally provide access to 
restricted means, such as communication systems and 
data, or to restricted areas such as buildings and depart- 
ments. There are known in the art access systems which 
employ integrated circuit (IC) cards, or as more com- 
monly referred to "smart cards", to provide secure 
access to restricted means or areas. 

Smart cards are employed in systems such as pay 
TV systems and telephone systems. Such systems gen- 
erally employ one card per unit which is to be accessed, 
whereby access is enabled whenever a valid smart card 
is inserted in a card slot. 

U.S. Patent 4,709, 1 36 to Watanabe describes an IC 
card reader/writer apparatus which includes at least two 
contactors in which IC cards are inserted, respectively, 
card detecting means for detecting that at least two IC 
cards have been loaded, and collating means verifying 
that correct cipher codes of the two IC cards coincide 
with those inputted externally, respectively, wherein 
access to the contents stored in the IC cards is allowed 
only when the collation results in coincidence. 

U.S. Patent 4,594,663 to Nagata et al describes a 
credit transaction processing system which processes 
data related to a commodity entered into by using a card 
owned by a customer and a recording card owned by a 
store. 

U.S. Patent 5,010,571 to Katznelson describes a 
system for controlling and accounting for retrieval of data 
from a CD-ROM memory containing encrypted data files 
from which retrieval must be authorized. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention seeks to provide access sys- 
tems having improved security and flexible applications. 

The term "access systems" is used throughout the 
specification and claims in a broad sense to include sys- 
tems which allow controlled access to communication 
apparatus, software programs, restricted areas, such as 
buildings, terrain and departments in a plant, television 
and cable television transmissions, video programs, 
audio programs, computer data and electronic mail and 
voice information. 

The term "CATV systems" is used throughout the 
specification and claims in a broad sense to include any 
form of pay TV systems which are either one-way sys- 
tems or two-way systems utilizing cable communication 
networks, satellite communication networks, telephone 
communication networks or any combination thereof. 



There is thus provided in accordance with a pre- 
ferred embodiment of the present invention a CATV sys- 
tem including: 

a CATV network; and 
5 apparatus for transmitting over the CATV network 

information to a multiplicity of subscriber units, each 
including: 

a CATV decoder; and 

an IC card reader and writer, coupled to the CATV 
w decoder, and including two separate IC card receptacles, 
wherein IC cards inserted into the two separate IC card 
receptacles are separately accessed by the IC card 
reader and writer. 

There is also provided in accordance with a pre- 
15 ferred embodiment of the present invention for use in a 
CATV system, wherein CATV programs are transmitted 
via a CATV network in encrypted form to a multiplicity of 
subscriber units each including a CATV decoder, and at 
least part of the CATV programs are rated for viewing 
20 under parental control, a CATV parental control system 
including: 

a first IC card including at least one of decryption 
seeds, decryption keys and algorithms for decryption of 
programs which are not rated for viewing under parental 
25 control; 

a second IC card including at least one of decryp- 
tion seeds, decryption keys and algorithms for decryp- 
tion of programs which are rated for viewing under 
parental control; 
30 an IC card reader and writer coupled to the CATV 

decoder; 

first and second IC card receptacles coupled to 
the IC card reader and writer, wherein the first and sec- 
ond (C cards communicate with the IC card reader and 
35 -wrrter when inserted-in the respective IC card recepta- 
cles; and 

a decrypter decrypting the programs which are 
not rated for viewing under parental control in response 
to receiving the at least one of decryption seeds, decryp- 

40 tion keys and algorithms for decryption from the first IC 
card, and decrypting the programs which are rated for 
viewing under parental control in response to receiving 
the at least one of decryption seeds, decryption keys and 
algorithms for decryption from the first IC card and the 

45 at least one of decryption seeds, decryption keys and 
algorithms for decryption from the second IC card. 

Additionally, there is also provided in accordance 
with a preferred embodiment of the present invention a 
parental control method for use in a CATV system, 

so wherein CATV programs are transmitted via a CATV net- 
work in encrypted form to a multiplicity of subscriber units 
each including a CATV decoder, and at least part of the 
CATV programs are rated for viewing under parental con- 
trol, the method of exercising parental control including: 

55 providing an IC card reader and writer coupled to 

the CATV decoder; 

inserting a first IC card in afirst IC card receptacle 
coupled to the CATV reader and writer; 

addressing the first IC card via the CATV reader 
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and writer to provide at least one of authentication, ver- 
ification, validation and program entitlements of the first 
IC card; 

enabling decryption of programs which do not 
require parental control in response to providing the at 
least one of authentication, verification, validation and 
program entitlements of the first IC card; 

inserting a second IC card in a second IC card 
receptacle coupled to the CATV reader and writer; 

verifying that the first IC card is in the first IC card 
receptacle; 

addressing the second IC card via the CATV 
reader and writer to provide at least one of authentica- 
tion, verification, validation and program entitlements of 
the second IC card; and 

enabling decryption of programs which require 
parental control in response to providing the at least one 
of authentication, verification, validation and program 
entitlements of thefirst IC card and of the second IC card. 

In accordance with another preferred embodiment 
of the present invention there is also provided a CATV 
access method, wherein CATV programs are transmitted 
via a CATV network to a multiplicity of subscriber units, 
each including a CATV decoder, the CATV access 
method including: 

providing an IC card reader and writer, coupled to 
the CATV decoder, and to two separate IC card recepta- 
cles; and 

separately addressing IC cards inserted into the 
two separate IC card receptacles to provide data ena- 
bling access to CATV transmissions. 

Preferably, the method of exercising parental control 
also includes: 

storing in the first IC card billing data correspond- 
ing to viewing of programs which do not require parental 
control and of programs which require parental control. 

Additionally, the method of exercising parental con- 
trol also includes: 

maintaining separate accounts for programs 
which require parental control and for programs which 
do not require parental control in the first IC card. 

Preferably, the step of maintaining separate 
accounts comprises employing separate identification 
codes to distinguish between programs which require 
parental control and programs which do not require 
parental control. 

Additionally, the first IC card also includes a memory 
for storing billing data corresponding to viewing of pro- 
grams which do not require parental control and of pro- 
grams which require parental control. 

Yet additionally, the CATV parental control system 
also includes storage means for maintaining separate 
accounts for programs which require parental control 
and for programs which do not require parental control 
in the first IC card. 

Further in accordance with a preferred embodiment 
of the present invention the CATV parental control sys- 
tem also includes a processor for providing separate 
identification codes to distinguish between programs 



which require parental control and programs which do 
not require parental control. 

In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention there is provided an IC card initializa- 
5 tion system in a CATV system wherein access to CATV 
transmissions is provided by two IC cards, at least one 
of which being replaced at selected time periods, and 
wherein replaced cards are provided without valuable 
data stored therein, the IC card initialization system 
10 including a communicator communicating between a 
first IC card and a second IC card and providing data 
from a first IC card to a second IC card. 

Preferably, the IC card reader and writer may access 
each of the two IC card receptacles interchangeably. 
15 Additionally, the first IC card and the second IC card are 
interchangeable. 

There is also provided in accordance with a pre- 
ferred embodiment of the invention an area access sys- 
tem including: 

20 an identifier station including two separate card 

receptacles, wherein cards inserted into the two sepa- 
rate card receptacles are addressed by the identifier sta- 
tion; 

an identification element including personal and 
25 official information; and 

an application element including at least one of 
access keys, access seeds, and algorithms for enabling 
access to the information in the identification element, 
wherein the identification element and the application 
30 element are addressed by the identifier station to enable 
access to a restricted area in accordance with the infor- 
mation and the at least one of access keys, access 
seeds, and algorithms for enabling access to the infor- 
mation. 

35 Preferably, the information includes identification 

information of a bearer of the identification element. 
Additionally, the identification information includes a dig- 
itized picture of a bearer of the identification element. Yet 
additionally, the information includes information restrict- 

40 ing access of a bearer of the identification element to a 
portion of the restricted area. 

Preferably, part of the information is encrypted. 
Additionally, at least one of the identification element and 
the application element include security level data deter- 

45 mining the level of security employed in encryption of the 
part of the information. Additionally, the area access sys- 
tem also includes a display for displaying the digitized 
picture of the bearer of the identification element. 

In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the 

so present invention there is also provided a method for 
accessing a restricted area including: 

providing an identifier station including two sepa- 
rate card receptacles; 

inserting an identification element including per- 

55 sonal and official information in a first receptacle of the 
two separate card receptacles; 

inserting an application element including at least 
one of access keys, access seeds, and algorithms for 
enabling access to the information in the identification 
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element in a second receptacle of the two separate card 
receptacles; 

addressing the identification element; and 
addressing the application element, wherein the 
identification element and the application element are 5 
addressed via the identifier station to enable access to 
a restricted area in accordance with the information and 
the at least one of access keys, access seeds, and algo- 
rithms for enabling access to the information. 

In accordance with another preferred embodiment 
of the present invention there is provided a data access 
system including: 
a processor; 

a memory card reader and writer, coupled to the 
processor, and including a memory card receptacle, 
wherein a memory card carrying information to be 
accessed is inserted into the memory card receptacle 
and addressed by the memory card reader and writer; 
and 

an IC card reader and writer, coupl ed to the proc- 
essor, and including an IC card receptacle, wherein an 
IC card, inserted into the IC card receptacle and 
addressed by the IC card reader and writer, provides 
access codes to enable access to the information carried 
in the memory card. 

Further in accordance with a preferred embodiment 
of the invention there is also provided a data access sys- 
tem including: 

a CATV network; and 

apparatus for transmitting over the CATV network 
CATV transmissions to a multiplicity of subscriber units, 
each including: 

a CATV decoder; 

a memory device reader and writer, coupled to the 
CATV decoder,, and including a memory device recepta- 
cle, wherein a memory device carrying information to be 
accessed which is inserted by a subscriber into the mem- 
ory device receptacle is addressed by the memory 
device reader and writer; and 

an IC card reader and writer, coupled to the CATV 40 
decoder and to the memory device reader and writer, 
and including an IC card receptacle, wherein an IC card, 
inserted by the subscriber into the IC card receptacle and 
addressed by the IC card reader and writer, provides 
access codes enabling access to the information carried 45 
in the memory device and to the CATV transmissions. 

Preferably, the access codes comprise at least one 
of seeds, keys and algorithms for decryption of 
encrypted data. Additionally, at least part of the informa- 
tion is encrypted and at least one of the memory device, so 
the IC card, the memory device reader and writer and 
the IC card reader and writer includes security level data 
determining the level of security employed in encryption 
of the at least part of the information. 

Alternatively, at least part of the information is 55 
encrypted and the processor includes security level data 
determining the level of security employed in encryption 
of the at least part of the information. Yet alternatively, at 
least part of the information is encrypted and the CATV 



decoder includes security level data determining the 
level of security employed in encryption of the at least 
part of the information. 

There is also provided in accordance with a pre- 
ferred embodiment of the invention a method for access- 
ing data stored in a memory device including: 

providing a processor coupled to a memory 
device reader and writer and to an IC card reader and 
writer, wherein the memory device reader and writer 
includes a memory device receptacle and the IC card 
reader and writer includes an IC card receptacle; 

inserting a memory device carrying data to be 
accessed into the memory device receptacle and 
addressing the memory device via the memory device 
reader and writer; 

inserting an IC card into the IC card receptacle, 
and addressing the IC card via the IC card reader and 
writer; 

communicating data between the IC card and at 
least one of the IC card reader and writer, the memory 
device reader and writer, the processor and the memory 
device to determine at least one of authentication, vali- 
dation and verification of at least one of the memory 
device and the IC card; and 

accessing the data carried in the memory device 
when the at least one of authentication, validation and 
verification of at least one of the memory device and the 
IC card is successfully terminated. 

Further in accordance with a preferred embodiment 
of the present invention there is provided a method for 
accessing data including: 

providing a CATV network and apparatus for 
transmitting over the CATV network CATV transmissions 
to a multiplicity of subscriber units each including a CATV 
decoder coupled to a memory device reader- and writer 
and to an IC card reader and writer, wherein the memory 
device reader and writer includes a memory device 
receptacle and the IC card reader and writer includes an 
IC card receptacle; 

inserting a memory device carrying data to be 
accessed into the memory device receptacle and 
addressing the memory device via the memory device 
reader and writer; 

inserting an IC card into the IC card receptacle, 
and addressing the IC card via the IC card reader and 
writer; 

communicating data between the IC card and at 
least one of the IC card reader and writer, the memory 
device reader and writer, the CATV decoder and the 
memory device to determine at least one of authentica- 
tion, validation and verification of at least one of the 
memory device, the IC card and the CATV decoder; and 

accessing the data carried in the memory device 
and the CATV transmissions when the at least one of 
authentication, validation and verification of at least one 
of the memory device, the IC card and the CATV decoder 
is successfully terminated. 

In accordance with another preferred embodiment 
of the present invention there is provided a method for 
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accessing data in a CATV network, wherein CATV trans- 
missions are transmitted to a multiplicity of subscriber 
units, each including a CATV decoder and a television, 
the method for accessing data including: 

inserting an IC card into an IC card receptacle 5 
forming part of an IC card reader and writer coupled to 
the CATV decoder; 

addressing the IC card to enable access to video 
data stored in a memory embodied in the IC card by com- 
municating any of seeds, keys and access control algo- w 
rithms with the CATV decoder; 

reading the data stored in the memory; and 

providing the data to the television. 
There is also provided in accordance with a pre- 
ferred embodiment of the present invention a CATV sys- 15 
tern including: 

a CATV network; and 

apparatus for transmitting over the CATV network 
information to a multiplicity of subscriber units, each 
including: 20 

a CATV decoder; and 

an IC card reader and writer, coupled to the CATV 
decoder, the IC card reader and writer including one IC 
card receptacle which accepts one IC card with two sep- 
arate integrated circuits embodied within, wherein each 25 
of the separate integrated circuits is separately accessed 
by the IC card reader and writer. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

30 

The present invention will be understood and appre- 
ciated more fully from the following detailed description, 
taken in conjunction with the drawings in which: 

Fig. 1 is a generalized block diagram illustration of a 35 
parental control system in a CATV system con- 
structed and operative in accordance with a pre- 
ferred embodiment of the present invention; 
Fig. 2 is a flow chart illustration of the functionality 
of the parental control system of Fig. 1 in accordance ao 
with a preferred embodiment of the present inven- 
tion; 

Fig. 3 is an illustration of a card reader/writer unit 
constructed and operative in accordance with a pre- 
ferred embodiment of the present invention ; 45 
Fig. 4 is an illustration of a combined memory card 
and smart card reader/writer unit constructed and 
operative in accordance with a preferred embodi- 
ment of the present invention; 
Fig. 5 is an illustration of an access system con- so 
structed and operative in accordance with a pre- 
ferred embodiment of the invention; 
Fig. 6 is an illustration of a data access system con- 
structed and operative in accordance with a pre- 
ferred embodiment of the invention; 55 
Fig. 7 is an illustration of part of the system of Fig. 6 
constructed and operative in accordance with a pre- 
ferred embodiment of the invention; and 



Fig. 8 is a flow chart illustration of the functionality 
of the apparatus of Figs. 6 and 7 in accordance with 
a preferred embodiment of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBOD- 
IMENTS 

Reference is now made to Fig. 1 , which is a gener- 
alized illustration of a parental control system in a CATV 
system constructed and operative in accordance with a 
preferred embodiment of the present invention. 

At a subscriber location a CATV decoder 10 is cou- 
pled to a television 12 via a coaxial cable 14. CATV 
decoder 10 is preferably fed from a CATV network (not 
shown) via a cable outlet 16 and a coaxial cable 18. 
CATV decoder 10 is preferably operated by a remote 
control (not shown) or a built-in keypad 20. 

CATV decoder includes, at a front panel 22, two card 
receptacles 24 and 26. Preferably, card receptacles 24 
and 26 may accept smart cards 28 and 30 respectively. 
Smart cards 28 and 30 are hereinafter referred to as the 
main card and the parent card respectively. CATV 
decoder 1 0 is operative to decrypt CATV programs which 
are transmitted from a remote location under control of 
the main card and the parent card which are operative 
to participate in any of an authentication procedure, a 
validation procedure and a verification procedure and to 
provide program entitlements. 

Reference is now made to Fig. 2 which is a flow chart 
diagram of the operation of the parental control system 
of Fig. 1 in accordance with a preferred embodiment of 
the present invention. 

When the main card is inserted in the card recepta- 
cle 24 of Fig. 1 and the parent card is not present in card 
receptacle 26 of Fig. 1, only programs which are not 
restricted for viewing under parental control are 
decrypted so that they can be intelligibly viewed on tel- 
evision 12. 

If both the main card and the parent card are 
inserted in card receptacles 24 and 26 respectively, both 
programs which are restricted for viewing under parental 
control and programs which are not restricted for viewing 
under parental control are intelligibly displayed on tele- 
vision 12. Thus the parent card enables decryption of 
restricted programs in the presence of the main card. If 
the main card is removed from card receptacle 24 none 
of the transmitted programs is decrypted. However, if the 
parent card is removed from card receptacle 26 only pro- 
grams which are restricted for viewing under parental 
control are not decrypted. 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention billing 
data is also kept in the main card. In that case the main 
card retains billing data of programs which are not 
restricted for viewing under parental control as well as 
billing data of programs which are restricted for viewing 
under parental control. Additionally, separate accounts 
may be held for restricted programs and for non- 
restricted programs. Preferably, the separate accounts 
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may be accessed by separate accounting identification 
codes. 

In another preferred embodiment of the invention the 
parent card may retain initialization data and algorithms 
for initialization of an authentication procedure which is 
performed when the main card is changed. Most smart 
card based CATV systems require replacement of the 
smart cards, either periodically or upon suspect that the 
CATV system has been compromised. In that case, new 
smart cards are sent to the subscribers, generally by 
mail. However, since mailed smart cards are subject to 
possible theft, it is preferred that the mailed smart cards 
do not contain any entitlements or valuable data which 
may be stolen or compromised. 

Preferably, the main card at a subscriber location 
may be frequently replaced while the parent card is sel- 
dom replaced. In that case ail entitlements and billing 
data remaining in the main card since last report to a 
billing facility may be transmitted to the parent card prior 
to replacement of the main card. When the subscriber 
receives a new main card and places it in card receptacle 
24, the parent card automatically starts an initialization 
algorithm which employs two way communication 
between the parent card and the new main card to pro- 
vide authentication, verification, validation or a combina- 
tion authentication, verification and validation thereof of 
the main card. If the new main card is found to be valid 
the parent card transfers all entitlements for non- 
restricted programs and billing data, remaining in the old 
main card since last report to a billing facility, to the new 
main card. Thus, stealing of the new main card prior to 
performing the initialization algorithm provides no benefit 
to a thief. 

It is to be appreciated that card receptacles 24 and 
26 may be interchangeable so that each of the-smart . 
cards, i.e. the main card and the parent card, may be 
inserted in any of the card receptacles 24 and 26. In such 
a case a smart card reader/writer, incorporated within 
CATV decoder 1 0 of Fig. 1 , determines which of the main 
card and the parent card are inserted in any of the card 
receptacles 24 and 26. CATV decoder 10 is then opera- 
tive to decrypt non-restricted programs when the main 
smart card is inserted in any of the card receptacles 24 
and 26, and restricted programs when both the main card 
and the parent card are inserted in both card receptacles 
24 and 26. 

Reference is now made to Fig. 3 which is an illustra- 
tion of a card reader/writer unit constructed and opera- 
tive in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention. 

The card reader/writer unit of Fig. 3, generally 
denoted by reference numeral 50, may be embodied in 
various access systems, such as a CATV system. In that 
case, card reader/writer unit 50 may be part of a CATV 
decoder, such as CATV decoder 10 (Fig. 1). 

Card read/writer 50 includes two card sensors 52 
and 54, a multiplexer/demultiplexer (MUX/DEMUX) 60, 
a CPU 62 and a memory 64. Card sensors 52 and 54 
detect the existence of smart cards 56 and 58 in the 



respective card receptacles. Card sensors 52 and 54 
also read data stored in the smart cards 56 and 58 and 
provide it to MUX/DEMUX 60. MUX/DEMUX 60 provides 
multiplexed data received from both smart cards 56 and 

5 58 to a CPU 62 and a memory 64. 

In a write sequence, CPU 62 and memory 64 pro- 
vide data to be written on at least one of the smart cards 
56 and 58 to MUX/DEMUX 60 which is operable to 
demultiplex the data and provide it to the respective card 

10 via the respective card sensors 52 and 54. 

Reference is now made to Fig. 4 which is an illustra- 
tion of a combined memory card and smart card 
reader/writer unit constructed and operative in accord- 
ance with a preferred embodiment of the present inven- 

15 tion. 

Combined memory card and smart card 
reader/writer unit, generally denoted by reference 
numeral 70, includes a smart card reader/writer 72 which 
is capable of reading/writing a smart card 74 and a mem- 

20 ory card reader/writer 76 which is capable of read- 
ing/writing a memory card 78. It is to be appreciated that 
memory card 78 may be an optical memory card, a mag- 
netic memory card or a magnetic disk. 

Combined memory card and smart card 

25 reader/Writer unit 70 also includes a communication BUS 
80, a CPU 82 and a memory 84. Smart card reader/writer 
72 and memory card reader/writer 76 are operable to 
provide two-way communication with CPU 82 and mem- 
ory 84 and with smart card 74 and memory card 78 via 

30 the communication BUS 80. 

Reference is now made to Fig. 5 which is an illustra- 
tion of an access system constructed and operative in 
accordance with a preferred embodiment of the inven- 
tion. 

35. -The access system of Fig. 5, generally denoted by — . 

reference numeral 100, may be employed to provide 
access to restricted areas such as buildings, stadiums 
and departments. It is especially suitable for use with 
racetrack facilities where access to horses, stables and 

40 riders' rooms are restricted to employees and key per- 
sonnel only. Such applications require the features of 
personnel licensing and identification to be provided by 
the access system. 

In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the 

45 invention the access system 100 includes an identifier 
station 1 02 with two card receptacles 1 04 and 1 06 incor- 
porated within. Card receptacles 104 and 106 may 
accept a identification element 108 and an application 
element 110 respectively. IJcense card 108 preferably 

so includes personal and official information, as well as a 
digitised photograph to identify a card bearer, whereas 
application element 1 1 0 is the key to writing and reading 
all information stored in identification elements of the 
type of identification element 108. It is to be appreciated 

55 that when application element 1 10 is not present in card 
receptacle 106 fresh data cannot be stored in identifica- 
tion element 1 08 and existing information is inaccessible. 

Part of the information in identification element 108 
is clear and part is encrypted. The clear information may 
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include the name and picture of the card bearer whereas 
the encrypted information may include the sites to which 
the card bearer is entitled to enter, racetrack commission 
name, restrictions relevant to racing and history events. 
The clear information may be read by any suitable smart 5 
card reader and the output is intelligible. The encrypted 
information may also be read by any smart card reader 
but the output is not intelligibly reproduced, unless read 
by identifier station 102 with both application element 
1 1 0 and identification element 1 08 present in the corre- 10 
spending card receptacles. 

In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the 
invention various security levels may be employed in the 
system. Preferably, a selected security level is part of the 
input entered in one of application element 1 10 and iden- 15 
trf ication element 1 08 or in both application element 1 1 0 
and identification element 108. The security level may 
be a number between 0 and 3, where 0 denotes no 
encryption and 3 denotes the highest level of encryption. 
Thus, identification element 108 may include security 20 
level 0 and application element 110 may include a secu- 
rity level between 1 to 3. Alternatively, both application 
element 110 and identification element 108 may be 
encrypted. 

Preferably, access system 1 00 reads the information 25 
stored in application element 110 and identification ele- 
ment 108 and provides at least part of it to a computer 
112 which displays the information on a display, which 
may be the computer display. Alternatively, the informa- 
tion may be displayed on an internal display which is 30 
incorporated within access system 100. Preferably, the 
computer display and the internal display are suitable to 
display with high quality, the picture of the card bearer 
which is stored in the identification element 108. 

Reference is now made to Fig. 6 which is an illustra?5 35 
tion of a data access system constructed and operative 
in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the inven- 
tion. 

The access system of Fig. 6, generally denoted by 
reference numeral 200, may be employed to provide 40 
access to restricted information such as computer gen- 
erated information, video games, CD-ROM data and 
data stored on magnetic disks. In a preferred embodi- 
ment of the invention the access system is operable with 
a CATV system. 45 

In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the 
invention a CATV decoder 210 at a subscriber location 
is coupled to a television 212 via a coaxial cable 214. 
CATV decoder 21 0 is preferably fed from a CATV network 
(not shown) via a cable outlet 216 and a coaxial cable so 
218. CATV decoder 210 is preferably operated by a 
remote control (not shown) or a built-in keypad 220. 

CATV decoder 21 0 includes, at a front panel 222, a 
card receptacle 224 and a CD-ROM unit having a recep- 
tacle 226. CATV decoder 210, incorporating the CD- ss 
ROM unit, is hereinafter described with reference to Fig. 
7. Preferably, card receptacle 224 may accept a smart 
card 228. Alternatively, a magnetic card may be 
employed. In accordance with a preferred embodiment 



of the invention CATV decoder 210 is operative to 
decrypt CATV programs which are transmitted from a 
remote location, and games and data from a compact 
disk 230. The compact disk may preferably include 
games and data which are used in combination with data 
received from CATV transmissions. 

It is to be appreciated that the CD-ROM unit may be 
replaced by an optical card unit, employing optical cards 
of the size of a credit-card, or a magnetic disk drive 
employing magnetic disks. 

Reference is now made to Fig. 7 which is an illustra- 
tion of a CATV decoder forming part of the system of Fig. 
6, constructed and operative in accordance with a pre- 
ferred embodiment of the invention. 

Video, audio and data signals are provided by a 
CATV network (not shown) to a CATV receiver and tuner 
unit 252 in a CATV decoder 250. Preferably, CATV 
receiver and tuner unit 252 includes all circuitry required 
to provide video and audio signals in a format suitable 
for display on a television set. CATV receiver and tuner 
unit 252 may also include a compression/decompres- 
sion unit 254 to decompress incoming compressed sig- 
nals. 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention a 
decrypter 256 is operableto decrypt encrypted transmis- 
sions prior to providing the video, audio and data signals 
to the television. Decrypter 256 is operative to receive 
any of seeds, keys and decryption algorithms from a 
smart card 260 which is read by a smart card reader 258. 
Alternatively, decrypter 256 may receive seeds, keys and 
decryption algorithms via a CPU 262. CPU 262 is cou- 
pled to a CD-ROM controller 264 via a communication 
bus 266. CD-ROM controller 264 is coupled to a CD- 
ROM unit 268 and is operative to control the operation 
of CD-ROM unit 268 in accordance with instructions " 
received from CPU 262. 

Preferably, smart card 260 also provides any of 
seeds, keys and decryption algorithms for enabling 
access to data in a compact disk (not shown) mounted 
in CD-ROM unit 268. In that case CPU 262 receives any 
of the seeds, keys and decryption algorithms from smart 
card 260 via smart card reader 258, and applies decryp- 
tion algorithms to data received from CD-ROM unit 268 
via CD-ROM controller 264. CPU 262 is also coupled to 
a memory to store and retrieve data in accordance with 
instructions received from a subscriber, via a subscriber 
input/output interface 272. Subscriber input/output inter- 
face 272 is operable by the subscriber via keyboard 274 
or a remote control (not shown). In a preferred embodi- 
ment of the invention CPU 262 may employ algorithms 
received from decrypter 256 and seeds or keys stored in 
memory 270 to decrypt the information received from the 
compact disk. 

In the absence of smart card 260, or if an invalid card 
is present, the information received from the CATV net- 
work and the information received from the compact disk 
are not decrypted. Alternatively, separate entitlements 
may be provided to the subscriber, and CATV transmis- 
sions and compact disk data may be separately 
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decrypted. It is to be appreciated that several levels of 
encryption may be employed so that the CATV transmis- 
sions have a higher level of security than the compact 
disk data, or vice versa. 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention the data 
on the compact disk is not encrypted, but access is 
denied unless a key is applied to access files on the com- 
pact disk. Alternatively, access to the data on the com- 
pact disk may be denied or permitted by CPU 262 by 
controlling the operation of CD-ROM controller 264. 

CPU 262 is also operative to provide information to 
be displayed on the television via an on-screen-display 
(OSD) 276. OSD 276 prepares the data received from 
CPU 262 in a format suitable for display on a television 
set and provides the data to a television via CATV 
receiver and tuner unit 252. 

It is to be appreciated that the systems of Figs. 6 and 
7 may be operable in a stand-alone compact disk access 
system which is neither part of a CATV system nor cou- 
pled to a CATV system. Such a system may be a com- 
puter system in which access to a compact disk carrying 
data is required. In such a case the systems of Figs. 6 
and 7 may be degraded to a system in which smart card 
260 enables access to data on a compact disk only via 
CPU 262, which may be part of the above mentioned 
computer system. To achieve this, the CATV receiver and 
tuner unit 252 in Fig. 7 may be omitted, the television 212 
may be replaced by a simple computer monitor, the com- 
pression/decompression unit 254 may be omitted, if 
compression/decompression of data is not required, and 
the connection to cable outlet 216 may be omitted. 

If, however, compression/decompression of data is 
required the compression/decompression unit 254 may 
remain as an independent unit which is not part of CATV 
receiver- and tuner unit 252. In that case compres- 
sion/decompression unit 254 may be either part of the 
computer system or a separate unit thereof, and all data 
from encryptor 256, CPU 262 and OSD 276 may be 
received directly at compression/decompression unit 
254. Compression/decompression 254 will output data, 
including video data from a compact disk, to the compu- 
ter monitor. 

The case of stand-alone compact disk access sys- 
tem may be also captured as a special configuration of 
the systems of Figs. 6 and 7 in which CATV transmis- 
sions are not present. 

Reference is now made to Fig. 8 which is a flow chart 
illustration of the functionality of the apparatus of Figs. 6 
and 7 in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the 
invention. 

The CATV decoder of Fig. 7 may receive smart cards 
and any of CD-ROM, optical card and magnetic disk. A 
subscriber may enter selections via a remote control. If 
the subscriber does not insert his smart card into the 
card receptacle, programs and data transmitted via a 
CATV network remain scrambled. If the smart card is 
inserted in the card receptacle, the system checks if the 
subscriber is entitled to the selected service. 



If the subscriber is not entitled to the selected serv- 
ice, transmissions and data regarding the selected serv- 
ice remain scrambled. If the subscriber is entitled to the 
selected service the system checks if the compact disk 

5 or the other data source is in the respective receptacle. 
If the data source is not in inserted in the receptacle, the 
system delivers a message "data source not in the slot". 
If the compact disk or data source is inserted in the card 
receptacle, the data is retrieved and decrypted and 

70 transmissions are descrambled so that the subscriber 
may make use of it. 

It is to be appreciated that the systems of Figs. 6 and 
7 and the method described in Fig. 8 may be realized 
with one card only. In that case the data source may be 

15 part of a smart card, so that the smart card includes a 
memory which is large enough to store application data 
which may be used either with CATV transmissions or as 
stand-alone. 

Such application data may include the storage of 
20 video data, such as video clips or significant events in 
sports or politics. Alternatively, pictures, voice data, 
important computer data and music clips may be stored 
in the smart card. In a preferred embodiment of the 
invention application data may be stored in a read-only 
25 memory (ROM) in the smart card. Alternatively, applica- 
tion data may be stored in a random-access memory 
(RAM) in the smart card. In that case the application data 
may be updated, periodically or upon request, via the 
CATV network 

30 In accordance with another preferred embodiment 
of the invention, a smart card may comprise two inte- 
grated circuits. In such a case all the above mentioned 
access control functions performed with two cards, i.e. 
parental control, billing and access to areas, are now per- 

35 - formed with one card only which incorporates two inte 

grated circuits. For the cases in which access to data is 
required one integrated circuit is employed for access 
control and security and the second integrated circuit is 
mainly employed for data storage. Data from the second 

40 integrated circuit is pulled upon authorization from the 
first integrated circuit. The advantage of such a configu- 
ration is that all communications between the two inte- 
grated circuits are performed inside the smart card so 
that hacking becomes more difficult. 

45 It will be appreciated by persons skilled in the art that 
the present invention is not limited by what has been par- 
ticularly shown and described hereinabove. Rather the 
scope of the present invention is defined only by the 
claims which follow: 

so Where technical features mentioned in any claim are fol- 
lowed by reference signs, those reference have been 
included for the sole purpose of increasing the intelligi- 
bility of the claims and accordingly, such reference signs 
do not have any limiting effect on the scope of each ele- 

55 ment identified by way of example by such reference 
signs. 
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Claims 

1 . A CATV system comprising: 

a CATV network; and 

apparatus for transmitting oyer said CATV 
network information to a multiplicity of subscriber 
units, each including: 

a CATV decoder; and 

an IC card reader and writer, coupled to said 
CATV decoder, and including two separate IC card 
receptacles, wherein IC cards inserted into said two 
separate IC card receptacles are separately 
accessed by said IC card reader and writer. 

2. In a CATV system, wherein CATV programs are 
transmitted via a CATV network in encrypted form to 
a multiplicity of subscriber units each including a 
CATV decoder, and at least part of the CATV pro- 
grams are rated for viewing under parental control, 
a CATV parental control system comprising: 

a first IC card including at least one of decryp- 
tion seeds, decryption keys and algorithms for 
decryption of programs which are not rated for view- 
ing under parental control; 

a second IC card including at least one of 
decryption seeds, decryption keys and algorithms 
for decryption of programs which are rated for view- 
ing under parental control; 

an IC card reader and writer coupled to said 
CATV decoder; 

first and second IC card receptacles coupled 
to said IC card reader and writer, wherein said first 
and second IC cards communicate with said IC card 
reader and writer when inserted in the respected IC 
cardreceptaclesrand- — 

a decrypter decrypting said programs which 
are not rated for viewing under parental control in 
response to receiving said at least one of decryption 
seeds, decryption keys and algorithms for decryp- 
tion from said first IC card, and decrypting said pro- 
grams which are rated for viewing under parental 
control in response to receiving said at least one of 
decryption seeds, decryption keys and algorithms 
for deception from said first IC card and said at least 
one of decryption seeds, decryption keys and algo- 
rithms for decryption from said second IC card. 

3. For use with a CATV system, wherein CATV pro- 
grams are transmitted via a CATV network in 
encrypted form to a multiplicity of subscriber units 
each including a CATV decoder, and at least part of 
the CATV programs are rated for viewing under 
parental control, a method of exercising parental 
control comprising: 

providing an IC card reader and writer cou- 
pled to said CATV decoder; 

inserting a first IC card in a first IC card recep- 
tacle coupled to said CATV reader and writer; 

addressing said first IC card via said CATV 



reader and writer to provide at least one of authen- 
tication, verification, validation and program entitle- 
ments of said first IC card; 

enabling decryption of programs which do not 

5 require parental control in response to providing said 
at least one of authentication, verification, validation 
and program entitlements of said first IC card; 

inserting a second IC card in a second IC 
card receptacle coupled to said CATV reader and 

10 writer; 

verifying that said first IC card is in said first 
IC card receptacle; 

addressing said second IC card via said 
CATV reader and writer to provide at least one of 
is authentication, verification, validation and program 
entitlements of said second IC card; and 

enabling decryption of programs which 
require parental control in response to providing said 
at least one of authentication, verification, validation 
20 and program entitlements of said first IC card and of 
said second IC card. 

4. For use in a CATV system, wherein CATV programs 
are transmitted via a CATV network to a multiplicity 

25 of subscriber units, each including a CATV decoder, 
a CATV access method comprising: 

providing an IC card reader and writer, cou- 
pled to said CATV decoder, and to two separate IC 
card receptacles; and 

30 separately addressing IC cards inserted into 

said two separate IC card receptacles to provide 
data enabling access to CATV transmissions. 

5. A method of exercising parental control according to 
35' claim 3 and also comprising: - - 

storing in said first IC card billing data corre- 
sponding to viewing of programs which do not 
require parental control and of programs which 
require parental control. 

40 

6. In a CATV system wherein access to CATV trans- 
missions is provided by two IC cards, at least one of 
which being replaced at selected time periods, and 
wherein replaced cards are provided without valua- 

45 ble data stored therein, an IC card initialization sys- 
tem comprising: 

a communicator communicating between a 
first IC card and a second IC card and providing data 
from a first IC card to a second IC card. 

50 

7. An area access system comprising: 

an identifier station including two separate 
card receptacles, wherein cards inserted into said 
two separate card receptacles are addressed by 
55 said identifier station; 

an identification element including personal 
and official information; and 

an application element including at least one 
of access keys, access seeds, and algorithms for 
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enabling access to said information in said identifi- 
cation element, wherein said identification element 
and said application element are addressed by said 
identifier station to enable access to a restricted area 
in accordance with said information and said at least 5 
one of access keys, access seeds, and algorithms 
for enabling access to said information. 

8. A method for accessing a restricted area compris- 
ing: 10 

providing an identifier station including two 
separate card receptacles; 

inserting an identification element including 
personal and official information in a first receptacle 
of said two separate card receptacles; 15 

inserting an application element including at 
least one of access keys, access seeds, and algo- 
rithms for enabling access to said information in said 
identification element in a second receptacle of said 
two separate card receptacles; 20 

addressing said identification element; and 

addressing said application element, wherein 
said identification element and said application ele- 
ment are addressed via said identifier station to ena- 
ble access to a restricted area in accordance with 25 
said information and said at least one of access 
keys, access seeds, and algorithms for enabling 
access to said information. 

9. A data access system comprising : 30 

a processor; 

a memory card reader and writer, coupled to 
said processor, and including a memory card recep- 
tacle, wherein a memory card carrying information 
. -.. to be accessed is inserted into said memory card 35 
receptacle and addressed by said memory card 
reader and writer; and 

an IC card reader and writer, coupled to said 
processors and including an IC card receptacle, 
wherein an IC card, inserted into said IC card recep- 40 
tacle and addressed by said IC card reader and 
writer, provides access codes to enable access to 
said information carried in said memory card. 

10. A data access system comprising: 45 

a CATV network; and 

apparatus for transmitting over said CATV 
network CATV transmissions to a multiplicity of sub- 
scriber units, each including: 

a CATV decoder; 50 
a memory device reader and writer, coupled 
to said CATV decoder, and including a memory 
device receptacle, wherein a memory device carry- 
ing information to be accessed which is inserted by 
a subscriber into said memory device receptacle is 55 
addressed by said memory device reader and 
writer; and 

an IC card reader and writer, coupled to said 
CATV decoder and to said memory device reader 



and writer, and including an IC card receptacle, 
wherein an IC card, inserted by said subscriber into 
said IC card receptacle and addressed by said IC 
card reader and writer, provides access codes ena- 
bling access to said information carried in said mem- 
ory device and to said CATV transmissions. 

11. A method for accessing data stored in a memory 
device comprising: 

providing a processor coupled to a memory 
device reader and writer and to an IC card reader 
and writer, wherein said memory device reader and 
writer includes a memory device receptacle and said 
IC card reader and writer includes an IC card recep- 
tacle; 

inserting a memory device carrying data to 
be accessed into said memory device receptacle 
and addressing said memory device via said mem- 
ory device reader and writer; 

inserting an IC card into said IC card recep- 
tacle, and addressing said IC card via said IC card 
reader and writer; 

communicating data between said IC card 
and at least one said IC card reader and writer, said 
memory device reader and writer, said processor 
and said memory device to determine at least one 
of authentication, validation and verification of at 
least one of said memory device and said IC card; 
and 

accessing said data carried in said memory 
device when said at least one of authentication, val- 
idation and verification of at least one of said mem- 
ory device and said IC card is successfully 
terminated. 

12. A method for accessing data comprising: 

providing a CATV network and apparatus for 
transmitting over said CATV network CATV trans- 
missions to a multiplicity of subscriber units each 
including a CATV decoder coupled to a memory 
device reader and writer and to an IC card reader 
and writer, wherein said memory device reader and 
writer includes a memory device receptacle and said 
IC card reader and writer includes an IC card recep- 
tacle; 

inserting a memory device carrying data to 
be accessed into said memory device receptacle 
and addressing said memory device via said mem- 
ory device reader and writer; 

inserting an IC card into said IC card recep- 
tacle, and addressing said IC card via said IC card 
reader and writer; 

communicating data between said IC card 
and at least one said IC card reader and writer, said 
memory device reader and writer, said CATV 
decoder and said memory device to determine at 
least one of authentication, validation and verifica- 
tion of at least one of said memory device, said IC 
card and said CATV decoder; and 
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accessing said data carried in said memory 
device and said CATV transmissions when said at 
least one of authentication, validation and verifica- 
tion of at least one of said memory device, said IC 
card and said CATV decoder is successfully termi- 5 
nated. 

13. In a CATV network, wherein CATV transmissions are 
transmitted to a multiplicity of subscriber units, each 
including a CATV decoder and a television, a 10 
method for accessing data comprising: 

inserting an I C card into an IC card receptacle 
forming part of an IC card reader and writer coupled 
to said CATV decoder; 

addressing said IC card to enable access to 15 
video data data stored in a memory embodied in 
said IC card by communicating any any of seeds, 
keys and access control algorithms with said CATV 
decoder; 

reading said data stared in said memory; and 20 
providing said data to said television. 

14. A CATV system comprising: 

a CATV network; and 

apparatus for transmitting over said CATV 25 
network information to a multiplicity of subscriber 
units, each including: 

a CATV decoder; and 

an IC card reader and writer, coupled to said 
CATVdecoder, said IC card reader and writer inciud- 30 
ing one IC card receptacle which accepts one IC 
card with two separate integrated circuits embodied 
within, wherein each of said separate integrated cir- 
cuits is separately accessed by said IC card reader 
and writer • ~ — " ™— -35- 
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